
Crafton Elementary will 

continue to use Olweus 

Bullying Prevention Pro-

gram.  This will be used at 

the school, classroom, and 

individual levels and in-

cludes methods to reach 

out to parents and the com-

munity for involvement 

and support.  The goals of 

the program are: 

to reduce existing bul-

lying problems among 

students 

To prevent the devel-

opment of new bully-

ing problems 

To achieve better peer 

relations at school 

When you walk through 

the school you will see 

common language that 

both teachers and staff will 

use.  Here are the four anti-

bullying rules: 

1. We will not bully oth-

ers. 

2. We will try to help stu-

dents who are bullied. 

3. We will try to include 

students who are left 

out. 

4. If we know that some-

body is being bullies, 

we will tell an adult at 

school and an adult at 

home. 

Setting rules will create a 

culture of dignity and re-

spect in the classroom and 

school. 

Our Olweus Kick-off was 

on September 21st.  Stu-

dents spent time at 

Oakwood Park  participat-

ing in team building activi-

ties and anti-bullying les-

sons.  This will continue 

with classroom lessons 

throughout the year co-

taught with the teacher and 

school counselor.  If you 

have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact 

Ms. Burleson at mar-

sha.burleson@carlynton.k1

2.pa.us 

What is Olweus? 
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Genevieve Choate 
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McKenzie Tomaszewski 

 

THIRD 

Tylan McCune -Daniels 
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Zoie Rolly        Abbie Carroll 

 

FIFTH 

Abby Graner 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

October 13 

Matt TembioMusic  

Assembly 

October 16 

In-Service Day (No School 

for students) 

October 21 

2 Hour Delay 

October 26-30 

Red Ribbon Week 

October 30 

Halloween Parade (K-2) 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS 

All students will receive pro-

gress reports in grades 1-6.  

This is new this year so please 

look for your child’s. 
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Looking at Assessments and RTII 
In order to provide the most appropriate education to all of our students, team members will continue to analyze data throughout the 

year.  This year  we will continue to utilize Response to Intervention and Instruction.  This will ensure that all students are receiving 

remediation and enrichment in both reading and math.   

In addition to the many curriculum assessments that offer feedback on how our students are performing, we will continue to 

assess our students using DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) and  Study Island Benchmarking.   

The DIBELS  reading assessments are a set of standardized, individually administered measures of early literacy development.  

They are short assessments (lasting approximately 3-5 minutes) used to regularly monitor the development of pre-reading and 

early reading skills.  The administration of the DIBELS occurred in September and then again in January and May.  DIBELS   

math is comprised of measures of early numeracy, computation, and problem solving that function as indicators of the essential 

skills that every child must master in order to become proficient in mathematics. The measures can be used to quickly and effi-

ciently monitor the development of mathematics skills. DIBELS Math is designed for use in identifying children experiencing 

difficulty in the acquisition of basic mathematics skills, in order to provide support early and prevent the occurrence of later 

mathematics difficulties.  

The Study Island benchmarking assessment tool enables us to predict our students’ reading and math achievement multiple 

times throughout the year.  They are tests that mimic the formats, coverage, look, and feel of the state assessment, the PSSA.   

A new position was added to our family, Title Math teacher.  We are excited that Ms. DeRoss will be in that role full-time.  Ms. 

Alex and Ms. Kosko will continue their work as the RTII and Reading Title teacher.  They will be working in classrooms week-

ly and daily to target needs of each student. 

 

Response to Intervention and Instruction (RTII) in Pennsylvania refers to the use of a standards-aligned, comprehensive school im-

provement and/or multi-tiered system of support for implementing PA’s Standards Aligned System (SAS).  Response to Instruction 

and Intervention rests on using a continuum of student performance data to continuously inform, monitor and imporove students access 

and response to high-quality core and supplemental instruction/intervention.  Through a multi-tiered system of support, implementers 

have a road map for facilitating system changes within the context of data-based decision-making and instructional matching.  The 

intent of RTII is to improve learning as efficiently, effectively and equitable as possible for ALL students, including students with disa-

bilities.   
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The goal of the Crafton Elementary School 

habitat garden is to create a native habitat 

learning area that allows children to inter-

act with nature through environmental 

stewardship and observation.  The garden 

was installed in October of the 2013-2014 

school year, with the plant selection chosen 

by the sixth grade students and planted by 

the third grade students. 

 Current third graders had an enjoyable 

experience on our annual “planting day” by 

weeding, mulching and watering the bushes 

and flowers. They will be taking the lead to 

maintain the garden this year while learn-

ing about the various plants and how they 

are helping to nurture our local wildlife.   

The garden will afford students countless 

opportunities to observe wildlife, as well as 

connect their reading, writing, science clas-

ses and any number of other activities.  

Third grade teachers are partnering with 

Audubon Society to extend what students 

are learning from the 10,000 Island’s Dol-

phin Project’s Environmental Studies Pro-

gram, as well as Skype sessions set up with 

rangers from Yellowstone National Park 

and the Grand Canyon. Students will also 

be studying and observing birds throughout 

the year and documenting their findings 

with the help of Audubon Representatives, 

Gabi Hughes and Roxanne Swann.   

   

- Written by Susan Kosko 

 

 

Crafton Elementary will welcome Matthew Tembo on October 13, 2015. Matt 

builds and performs on musical instruments from Africa including xylophones, 

drums and kalimbas.  Matt  lives in Crafton but has family and musical roots in 

Zambia.   

 

As a musician, he tours and performs throughout the country and gives workshops 

on his music in the Pittsburgh area.  Matt is providing a unique opportunity for 

Crafton Elementary students to gain insight and understanding  into a musical lan-

guage that has developed over thousands of years and has provided the roots for our 

musical language today.   

 

-Written by Mark Priore 

 

Matthew Tembo Brings African 

Music to Crafton 

Crafton Elementary Habitat Garden 



                    MISSION 

 Education is certainly worth the commitment of time, money, and effort. 

 Education is a cooperative effort of parents, students, staff, and communi-

ty. 

 All students are unique individuals with varied interest and abilities. 

 All students can be successful learners based on their ability. 

 All students have a right to be educated to the fullest potential. 

 Individual guidance is critical to maximize each student's potential. 

 Students should be encouraged to explore their potential. 

 High expectations directly affect performance. 

 Every individual has worth and deserves respect and dignity. 

 A nurturing, safe environment is conducive to learning. 

 The school district should encourage students to be responsible members 

of a global society 

 The Carlynton School District, 

 recognizing the shared responsibility  

of the educators, students and families  

of this culturally diverse community,  

will provide a challenging educational  

program for all students within  

a safe, nurturing environment,  

which will enable them to function as  

productive, ethical and responsible  

global citizens.  
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